
Newsletter  Number 7, Friday 19th May 2023 

From Mrs T’s Desk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our second newsletter for Term Two. Wow, what a busy start        
to the term we’ve had.  Firstly, I would like to thank all the families who            
attended our Open Night/Soup Night to help celebrate Education Week.          
It was fantastic to see so many in attendance and to enjoy the opportunity 
for an informal chat over soup and rolls, then see the exciting and innovative 
learning taking place in our class rooms. 

 

 





The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further 
strengthen child safety across organisations, including schools. The new standards 
recognise the critical importance of families and the broader school community in 
maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.  

Chiltern Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and       
procedures to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. These are 
available to view on the School Documents website page, under School Policies. 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and 
wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school            
community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures 
and practices.  

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions about Child Safety at Chiltern 
Primary School, please contact the school office. 

 

A Pupil Free Day has been approved by School Council. 

Staff will be undertaking a report writing day on Friday 2
nd

 June.

Please feel free to contact Donna, if you require care for your 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccyp.vic.gov.au%2Fnews%2Fnew-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDeborah.Parker2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e1c41d6d48d4efc1ec108db
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.guthriestps.vic.edu.au%2Fdocuments&data=05%7C01%7CDeborah.Parker2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e1c41d6d48d4efc1ec108db57ff95dd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638200527462254526%7


great discussions around anti-bullying.  

Bellamy the Bison lives in her enclosure at the zoo with her bullying 
brother Brutus and her bystander brothers.  One day she decides she 
can’t take it anymore and heads out to explore the other enclosures in 
the zoo, hoping to find new ways to cope with what’s happening to 
her. 

Along the way, she meets some brand-new friends who each have their own strategy for dealing with being 
bullied and making bad decisions in response to it.  Each of the characters Bellamy meets provides a strategy to 
apply such us “Don’t Make Snap Decisions” and avoid responding emotionally, “rising above” the comments 
and trying to ignore them, find friends to hang out with instead, try to focus on the positive things about      
yourself.  She also learns that standing up to bullying means being resilient and persistent. 

Bellamy reflects on each of the strategies with the students, ensuring the idea is embedded with students before 
moving on to the next strategy. 

Eventually Bellamy returns to her enclosure equipped with her newfound strategies.  As she tries to implement 
them in the face of more bullying, her brothers choose to protect her from Brutus and become supportive       
bystanders. 

 

  



We appreciate that often your decision to “drop and go

may be work driven and so for peace of mind you may be 

better off looking into before school care to ensure you can 

drop off without the worry.  

 

We would like to remind parents and carers that if there is a dog tied up 

along the school fence, please ensure that your child does not approach any 

dog they do not know.  

If you have a dog tied up, please ensure they are on a short lead, and that 

they may become anxious while you are not there. This can cause an                

unpleasant situation when children are walking past.  

To be extra safe, please do not tie your dog up near the entrance gates to 

the school. Thanks :)  

Division Cross Country 

Congratulations to the following students who did a fantastic job representing our school at the recent 

Cross Country in Yack. 

Tate 

Abbie 

Cody 

Flick 

Cooper 

Georgia 

Tommy 

Holly 

Super well done to Abbie (3rd) and Cody (6th– sorry I wrote 8th in UeducateUs) 



six trees lining our entry pathway sectioned off with 
DANGER’ tape and marked for removal. This sparked 
an outburst of passion and enthusiasm from our         
students, which saw them hugging our trees and     
chanting “Save Our Trees!” Our kids decided that 
they needed to act as advocates for our trees by 
writing a persuasive letter to ‘Mr Ross’ to convince him 
that our trees need to stay.  

This writing task was brought on after Mr Ross         
completed an audit of our trees on Tuesday morning.                                  
There is a distinct possibility that some of our trees may be removed,         
however we are still waiting to receive the report to confirm which trees may 
be affected.  

 





experiences, connecting them to the stories they encounter. They are encouraged then to check in and    
assess whether their predictions are confirmed or require adjustments as they delve deeper into the text. 
Additionally, we have embarked on an enchanting journey together as a class, diving into the first book of 
The Magic Faraway series. The students are captivated by the magical world and are eager to discover what 
lies ahead in the coming chapters. Lastly, I kindly remind parents to continue supporting their children's 
reading journey by participating in the Victorian Premier's Reading Challenge. Your involvement and           
encouragement are invaluable in fostering a love for reading. Please get in touch if you require assistance.

 

The F/1 students have been engaging in persuasive writing, exploring the power of persuasive texts and              
sentences. They have embarked on exciting projects such as writing about "The Best Lunch" and crafting 
persuasive letters to Mr. Ross regarding the potential removal of some of our beloved trees. It has been 
truly remarkable to witness our students take risks and push themselves to express their thoughts and  
opinions persuasively. The growth we have observed in their writing skills is a testament to their work.          
I am incredibly proud of their achievements and so are they. 

 

Students have been unpacking the concept of subitising, which allows them to count collections automatically 
without the need to count one by one. Subitising is a valuable skill that enables mathematicians to process 
and recognise quantities quickly, enhancing their number sense and mathematical fluency. By practicing     
subitising, our students are becoming more efficient in their counting strategies, which can often speed up 
problem-solving and mathematical reasoning. It has been great to witness their progress in this area and 
look forward to further exploring and strengthening their confidence in maths. 

World Baking Day 

We definitely couldn't let World Baking Day fly by without acknowledgement. As a 
class, we all contributed to baking some Funfetti cupcakes which seemed to be a fan 
favourite without a single crumb to be seen. Delicious!!! 



ever experience bullying. Some key messages from the ‘animals at the zoo’ were:  

Get back in your pack and surround yourself with friends 

Don’t make snap decisions- plan your response 

Have a buddy and look out for each other 

Focus on the positives 

Stand tall and be confident  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquiry: This week in Inquiry, students investigated the 

observable features of a range of animals. Students then 

used these features to group animals based on common 

features e.g. number of legs, wings, colour and so on. 

Once students had had a go at this themselves, they were 

introduced to the scientific method used to classify       

animals with backbones (vertebrae). This involved        

students developing their understanding of the following 

groups: mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds and fish. 

Students then revisited the same animals and re-grouped 

them using this method.  

 Now that students had developed their understanding of mental addition problem solving     

strategies, it was time for them to transfer this knowledge to subtraction! First, we unpacked the         

relationship between addition and subtraction to see how we could utilise our knowledge of addition 

facts to solve subtraction problems. We then revisited strategies such as near doubles, bridging to 10 

and the jump strategy to see how we can apply these same strategies to solving subtraction.  



edge of the track, throwing out encouraging words, and even collecting their drink bottles for them when 
they finished. 

In Writing over the past two weeks, students have been working on a topic of their choice to create a       
persuasive text they are passionate about. We have seen topics ranging from fighting against animal cruelty, 
to advertisements promoting the benefits of fluorescent light bulbs! We have taken our time to carefully 
focus our topics, making them small and manageable, and have been practicing using a range of persuasive 
devices to make our arguments stronger. 

In Maths, we are moving onto Statistics, specifically looking at Data Representation and Interpretation. 
This is a topic that the 4/5/6s seem to generally enjoy. They love conducting their research, collecting data, 
and playing with different ways it can be represented in graphs and tables. 

In Inquiry, we have been looking at and assessing our ecological footprints. By looking at how the everyday 
choices we are making are affecting our planet, we are building a better understanding of how we can         
realistically make a change for the better and ‘payback’ the earth for our choices. We have also looked at 
the five different types of environments found in Australia and identified where they are found on a map. 
Students have been independently researching one chosen environment and whether this type of               
environment is found in other parts of the world as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









    Birthday  This  Week  
 

House Sports  Progressive Total 

Anderson - 55 

Bartley  -    40 

During these challenging times please note  

the following contacts should children need  

further support: 

Kids helpline         1800 55  1800 

Lifeline                              13 11 14 

Police (Rutherglen)         0260 329 612           

Police (Chiltern)               0357 261222 

Emergency                        000 

 

  Ruby 

  Brody  

PLEASE  name  any clothing, 

lunch boxes and drink bottles 

that your children bring to 

school. The colder weather is 

here and we have a collection of 

clothing without names.            

We could return items quickly to 

the rightful owners if they were 

named correctly. 

 

Thank you 



Class For….        

Jack F/1 

For your exceptional efforts in settling into the F/1 classroom and wider school 
community. You have seamlessly transitioned, which displays your adaptability and 
resilience. Your friendly and inclusive nature has allowed you to effortlessly make 
new friends and engage with your new peers. You consistently display  our School 
Values, including Respect, Care and Compassion and Responsibility and you are a 
positive role model for your peers. Well done, Jack - we love having you at 
Chiltern Primary School. 

Jett F/1 

For displaying excellent responsibility in the classroom during learning time. Your 
consistent efforts to stay focussed, complete tasks on time, and take ownership 
of your learning have been noticed and appreciated. Your responsible behaviour 
sets a positive example for your peers and inspires them to do their best too. 
Well done! 

Riley 2/3 

Demonstrating excellent leadership skills out in the yard. On more than one 
occasion last week, Riley stepped up as a fair and honest leader amongst fellow 
students to resolve problems in a mature and respectful manner. Having been at 
our school for such a short period of time, it was fantastic to see him already 
‘walking the walk’ of our School Values. Well done Riley and keep up the great 
work!  

Hamish 2/3 

For always demonstrating our School Value of Care and Compassion.  You are very 
aware of others around you and always demonstrate a kind and caring 
disposition.  Recently, you assisted a younger student and took it upon yourself to 
seek help to ensure you could help this student.  Thank you Hamish, for the 
exemplary care you show to those around you. 

Tommy 4/5/6 

Tommy, you are receiving this award for the fantastic work you did in preparing 
your defence of the Big Bad Wolf in our fairy tale court case this week. With 
your help, the Big Bad Wolf was proclaimed ‘not guilty’ and was free to devour 
many more tasty grandmas. Your use of persuasive language and strong arguments 
was very impressive, and you presented your case well in front of the jury and the 
intimidating Judge McDonald. Well done, Tommy. I look forward to seeing what 
other persuasive arguments you come up with this term  

Holly 4/5/6 

Holly, you are receiving this award for consistently putting a smile on the face of 
everyone in the classroom. You demonstrate our value of Care and Compassion by 
always bringing a positive mindset and a little fun and laughter to every 
interaction you have with others at school. You are fantastic at noticing when 
others are upset and helping them to cheer up. At District Cross Country on 
Friday, you took it upon yourself to help many of your peers by running to grab 
them their drink bottles when they finished their races, and making sure they 
were okay when they felt down. Thank you for always being a kind and caring 
member of our class.  

PRINCIPAL AWARD 
you are receiving this award for demonstrating our 

School Value of Responsibility.  You have undertaken your role 
in Partner Reading in a very responsible manner.  I watched you 
working intensely with your partner, making suggestions for 
improvement, offering encouragement and congratulating your 
partner on a job well done. Thank you for being an outstanding 
role model. 




